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Atlas of Dermatology, Gernot Rassner and Guinter Kahn, Urban & 
Schwarzenberg, 1978 (200 pp; $24) 
The English comedienne, Anna Russell, once compared the German 
lied to the French art song by saying the former consisted of soggy 
poetry set to magnificent music while the latter consisted of magnificent 
poetry set to wispy music. An analogous situation exists in comparing 
dermatologic texts and atlases. Excellent texts often lack the magnifi-
cent illustrations found in the better atlases, and most atlases are 
somewhat weak in the textual accompaniment. The reviewer speaks as 
one whose own efforts have suffered from a similar dilemma. The 
underlying problem often Lies in the cost of producing a book superior 
in color, while containing a concise, well organized, knowledgeable text 
intercollated in a reasonable and effective manner. 
Dr. Kahn has translated from the German and edited a volume with 
201 superb color illustrations and written commentary by Drs. Rossner 
and Knickenberg. The publishers are those responsible for the magnif-
icent Sab.otta Atlas of Anatomy and maintain their greatly deserved 
reputation for high quality color reproduction. 
There is not much doubt that atlases can be useful in learning about 
dermatologic lesions, but there are limits to how much one can learn 
from an atlas alone. Appropriate text must accompany the pictures. 
The authors recognize this fact and plan to produce a separate textbook 
to accompany the illustrations. In the meanwhile they have included 
some very elementary and basic terminology, as well as drawings, to 
illustmte the terms. The comments accompanying each photograph are 
very useful. Each includes the diagnosis, a written description of the 
lesions, and sometimes a "note" which presents the authors' view about 
some facet of the disease, its origin, pathogenesis, or significance to the 
general health of the patient. Treatment is essentially omitted. 
Some of the illustrations will be familiar to those who have seen 
Burellhardt's Atlas, but no matter; they are excellent. In fact, the 
patient with lymphatic leukemia involving the face was so familiar to 
me that the first time I saw such a skin lesion in one of my patients I 
looked for the handlebar mustache and Prussian haircut to accompany 
the cutaneous plaques. 
This book will appeal to and serve the needs of most medical 
students, provided they also use a small text and treatment manual. 
First-year residents in dermatology would benefit from reading the text 
as an introduction to the scope of cutaneous disease. The price is very 
low for quality received and makes the book a real bargain. 
Lawrence M. Solomon, M.D. 
Dermatology, an Illustrated Guide, Lionel Fry, Update Publishing 
International, Inc., 1978 (164 pages; $19) 
The second edition of this excellent book has 506 new color pictures 
which show a great variety of well selected clinical pictures. They are 
good, but not quite as perfectly sharp as they could be. For the 
nondermatologist this text could be a real help in identifying diseases 
one has not had the chance to see in patients. We all know history 
taking is important, but in dermatology we rely on a visual impression. 
So this variety of color plates is especially good for the student, family 
practitioner, and other nondermatologists. 
The organization of the text is interesting. The first 6 pages describe 
history taking and the examination of skin lesions. It is brief and does 
not give enough detail. The term "secondary lesion" is never used, and 
not all types of lesions are described. 
The longest section is on "Eczemas." The author is careful to define 
eczema and dermatitis as synonyms-eczema the term used in Europe 
and dermatitis in the United States. He includes under this group 
exogenous (contact) , atopic, varicose (stasis), seborrhoeic, nummular, 
and pompholyx eczemas. Seborrhoeic eczema is the largest section in 
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this group. It includes intertrigo and "nappy" dermatitis, English for 
diaper dermatitis, which he considers to be mostly seborrhoeia. 
The section on "Psoriasis" has an unusually good variety of pictures 
and is the largest section on one disease; it is also one of the best 
sections. By contrast, the pictures of lupus erythematosus are some of 
the poorest presented. In a book written especially for the nonder',lla-
tologist this is, and properly so, a shorter and less detailed sectiOn. 
Syphilis is given "short shift" and needs more and better pictures or 
primary and secondary lesions. Fungus infections are well cover~d, 
including dermatophytosis, candidiasis, and tinea versicolor. Viral dIS-
eases are also well covered. All of these are contained in the first one-
half of the volume and cover the majority of common skin diseases 
treated by the nondermatologist. 
The section on drug eruptions is one of the best. It is well outlined 
and comprehensive without the usual confusion in classifying this great 
variety of skin eruptions, and the pictures in it are very good. 
Perhaps the author does not feel acne is a disease for the nonder-
matologist. It is given less attention than one would expect, since acne 
and warts are the mos.t common skin diseases seen in the American 
dermatologist's office. There is no mention of acne conglobata. Therapy 
described does not include cryotherapy, retinoic acid, or hormone 
therapy, and the main treatment suggestions are sulfur, salicylic aCid, 
and resorcinol, whereas the benzoyl peroxides are given a very casual 
recommendation. 
Parasitic infestation, including bites, is well discussed. There are 
sections on benign and malignant skin tumors in which the pictures ~e 
only fair. Malignant melanoma pictures need improving. Bullous dis-
eas~s, urticaria, and erythema multiforme, photosensitivity, hereditary 
disease, and disorders of the hair are discussed with less detail and 
emphasis. 
A therapy section is included at the end of each disease discussion. 
The last chapter in the book describes the usual acceptable modes ~f 
treatment now used. But there are a few differences in therapeutic 
approaches on each side of the Atlantic. The only soak or compress 
recommended is potassium permanganate. 
This book is a real bargain, and I think it fulfills the mission of its 
title, "An Illustrated Guide." To quote the author, "The aim of this 
book is not only to aid diagnosis but also to be helpful to practicing 
doctors in their management of skin diseases." 
Kathleen A. Riley, M.D. 
Charleston SC 
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